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We are Christians called to     

minister through our creative gifts 

to foster worship which makes  

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

We Value: 

Worship Arts that lead to      

spirituality and faith formation. 

Relationships that lead to  

hospitality, fellowship,  

and nurture. 

THE FELLOWSHIP 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Florida Chapter of The Fellowship of United Methodists in 

Music and Worship Arts held its 54th Annual Church Music 

Workshop July 11ñ16, 2010 on the campus of Florida Southern 

College in Lakeland, Florida. 
 

Our group was 

small compared to 

other years, but 

God met with us in 

Lakeland,  and 

blessed our Work-

shop as always.  

Our clinicians were 

outstanding, and 

the preacher was incomparable.  We were challenged and in-

spired.  As most of you know, we have a huge problem finding a 

regular, predictable week for Workshop that doesnõt conflict with 

school teachersõ schedules, choir tours, Music Week at Junaluska, 

National Convocations, dance and band camps, summer vaca-

tions, Annual Conference, sports 

camps, Youth Weeks, and Lees-

burg summer camp.  On top of all 

of our conflicts, we also have to 

avoid conflicts at the college 

where we have our Workshop.  

Needless to say, it is a perplexing 

challenge year after year.  So, our 

attendance was down due to nu-

merous conflicts and the eco-

nomic situation.  The date prob-

lem may not be solved anytime 

soon, but be assured that the 

Council is working hard to find a 

week that suits the greatest num-

ber of attendees.                  ~DBS 

Another Workshop Completed  

Registered Adults on Campus24

Staff 4

Clinicians 4

Off Campus 5

Daily Commuter 2

Total Adult Workshop 39

Middle School 18

High School 37

Chaperones 2

Youth Team 11

Youth Staff 6

Total Youth Workshop 74

GRAND TOTAL113

2010 WORKSHOP ATTENDANCE  

summer  

2010 Adult Workshop 



From the Chapter President  

 

Thank you  once again for attending this sum-
merôs Florida Fellowship Summer Workshop.  I 
hope you had as great a time as I did.  Our 
name says it allðFellowship.  Many of you 
handed in your evaluations for the workshop, 
and I want to thank you for your candor and 
excellent comments.  This is an invaluable tool 
for us as we plan for next yearôs workshop.  If 
you didnôt hand in an evaluation, you can still 
send it to me at 130 Padgett Pl. S., Lakeland, 
FL, 33809, or scan it and e-mail it to me.  I will 
also be following up by e-mail if I didnôt receive 
an evaluation from you.   
 

Update on next yearôs workshop:  At the 
annual meeting, we announced that the work-
shop will be from June 26, 2011, to July 1, 
2011.  We had hoped that we could have it at 
Florida Southern College once again.  How-
ever, we have found out that they have a col-
lege-sponsored music camp that same week, 
which means we would not have access to any 
of the music building rooms.  I am currently 
talking with other colleges in the area to see if 
they can accommodate us during that 
week.  We would like to try and stay with that 
week, because it seems to fit around other 
church and personal activity schedules (VBS, 
youth mission trips, High School band camps, 
vacations, etc.)  As soon as we have a definite 
date and venue, I will let you know. 
 

My final request  is to ask you to ñtalk upò this 
workshop.  Just like at our churches, the best 
way to increase our attendance is by personal 
invitation.  So once again, our challenge to you 
is to let at least one director in your area know 
about the workshop and the opportunities for 
them and their youth. 
 

Thank you once again for your dedication to 
the Florida Fellowship.  And best wishes and 
prayers for your music ministries and all of the 
ñthingsò going on in your life. 
 

 
 

Joan FitzGerald,  
Workshop Chairperson  

Florida Chapterð 
The Fellowship 

of United Methodists 
in Music 

and Worship Arts. 
 

 bćA Note from the  
New Workshop Chair 

Someone once asked me, "Who are you?"   Of course, I an-
swered, "Luke Nash."  To which they replied, "Only a 
name."   Talk about a time to self-reflect. It almost seemed I 
did not matter at the time.  I thought it was Shake-
speare who said, "A rose by any other name is still a rose," 

but as I was researching I found that he 
said, "A rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet."   So what does it 
meané "Who are you?" or "A rose...?"  It 
means we are unique.  It means we do 
matter.  Yes, we all have jobs and some 
have big titles, but EVERYONE is impor-
tant. As different as we are in our "-
isms,"  we find we still have a great deal 
of common ground, especially in musicð
not just any music, but CHURCH mu-

sic.   I remember (seems like eons ago) in the end of the 
80's, one of our members was doing a survey for a thesis he 
was working on.  He asked choir members from all over 
Florida to fill out a questionnaire about who they sat next to 
in choir.  As I recall the questions were something close to 
"If you did not have to sit in your section in your choir who 
would you want to sit next to?"  The survey revealed several 
interesting things.  First, people did not always want to sit 
next to the best singers in choir.  Second, in large choirs, it 
seemed that there were four to six central people that folks 
wanted to sit next toðagain not the best singers, some just 
because of personality.  As I recall the writer equated this 
with being in a clique.   And finally, he pointed out that in 
smaller choirs that there were lots more people that wanted 
to sit with each other.  Many of them had been sitting next to 
the same person for years.  So what's in a name, or "Who 
are you?"  You are a special agent.  You have gifts that you 
use every week to bring other gifts out of others.  You may 
be like me and never be the best musician, but you are 
unique and you are loved by this fellowship.  It takes time to 
make fine wine or great cheese.  It took 33 years for me to 
get to write this column as President.  I have a title, yet with-
out your love and support, I am nothing. 

 

I want to thank Dan Shorb for accomplishing things during 
his presidency that we had only talked about year after 
year.  We are now a non-profit charity. We now have a state 
tax number. We now have "thorn-in-the-flesh" to remind us 
of things we need to do (like articles). Dan you are awesome 
and we love you for your hard work.  I will remind the mem-
bership to:  Be bold.  Be fervent. Be undaunted in your daily 
tasks (or daily grind).  Be patient. God is still working with 
you. 

Luke Nash, President 
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This was a fun and spirit-filled week at music camp this year.  We kept ourselves very busy from 

morning and evening worship, rehearsals to classes, performances and more rehearsals, talent shows, 

outings and social gatherings, all ending with a wonderful closing concert on Friday. You would be 

very proud to see how our youth shined in so many areas during the week. 
 

Our dorm building, J.Reynolds Hall, offered much entertainment throughout the week and the lobby 

was awesome for gathering and even rehearsing one rainy afternoon.  The dorm building had a lot of 

character(s) and was the center of  much discussion and late night humor.  Our  presence is truly 

missed!! J    
 

Our clinician, Dr. Cara Tasher (pronounced Kar-ra not Kayra), Director of Choral Activities at 

UNFðwe called her ñDr.Tòðwas very demanding, but she knew what she wanted to achieve and how to get there.  She 

challenged everyone to grow and experience choral music on a new level. She grew to love us and very much appreci-

ated what we accomplished during our week. 
 

This year, the youth participated in classes to enhance their gifts or even experience for the first time, worship arts op-

portunities.  Classes included Hand Drumming, Christian Art, Guitar, Handbells, Drama, Faith Sharing, Worship/

Vespers Planning and performing at nightly worship.  Our new class, Leading Worship, was a huge success, offering 

youth exposure to worship leading in a contemporary setting vs. just performing; Interpretive/Sacred Dance I and II in-

cluded some brave males this year and we are proud of them for expanding what we could do with that offering this 

year.  As always, Gadgets and Guru was cool with lots of video footage and non-stop prep for nightly and morning wor-

ship.  Thank you to all who taught or assisted in the classes! 
 

Worship was especially meaningful, both in the morning with the adults and the evening youth Worship services called 

Vespers.  It was an array of traditional, old world, contemporary with Bryan Browning leading, and a special Commun-

ion service.  The organist, Dr. John Lowe, was incredible, and our Pastor for the week, Andy Oliver, Assoc. Pastor, 

Lakeland First UMC, was great.  He also has hidden acting skills as we saw in the ñEclipseò spoof.  At night, we were 

led by Vespers planning and the youth team worship bands, drama and faith sharing classes and together with Jimmy 

Steveôs spoken words, our youth were spiritually touched.  
 

Many of the youth expressed that it was one of the best years ever.  That in itself is a testimony to the team that works so 

hard to provide such a powerful week.  We could not possibly pull this off without the hard work of 10+ college-age 

Team workers and the deans.  A special thanks to our newest co-dean, Bryan Browing, and Stephany Herndon and Ste-

ven ñJimmy Steveò Shelton for their awesome contributions. 
 

We have an awesome opportunity to capitalize on such a successful week.  I want our youth, our adults and our churches 

to be THE VOICE for this event.  We are all pretty deep into our communities and itôs a very easy sell to promote this 

event to our friends and colleagues. 
 

Looking forward to summer 2011! 

Joey Herres, Youth Dean 

From the Youth Dean   



 

Pamela B. Withee , 
66, of Jensen Beach, FL, 
passed away April 29, 2010 

in her home.  
 

Born September 29, 1943 in 

Hartford, CT to the late 
George and Alice Brackett, 
Pamela moved to Jensen 

Beach 14 years ago, coming 
from New Orleans, LA.  
 

She was self employed as a 

physical therapist.  She was founder and 
president of Therapy Associates of Louisiana 

and founding partner in Life Care of Florida, 
both outpatient physical and occupational 
therapy providers.  
 

Pamela was a member of Treasure Coast 
Singers, former choir director at many vari-

ous churches, a member of The Fellowship 
of United Methodists in Music and Worship 
Arts, a volunteer with the Alzheimer's Asso-

ciation, and a member of North Stuart Bap-
tist Church.  
 

Survivors include her loving and devoted 
husband of 43 years, David Withee of Jensen 
Beach; son, David Withee (Diane) of Winter 

Springs, FL; daughters, Tammy McBride, 
Beverly Withee and Diane Shoemaker 

(Steven), all of Port St. Lucie, FL; sister, 
Diane Brackett (Arthur) of Moosup, CT; and 
eight wonderful grandchildren, Kailey, Lau-

ren, Ashley, Jonathan, Ricky, Sammie, 
Megan and Chase.  

Pamela B. Withee  

1943 ð 2010  

A memorial service was held on Saturday, 

May 8, at North Stuart Baptist Church, with 
Pastor Douglas Waterson officiating.  

 
Ed. Note: Pam served our chapter several 
times as District Representative, Workshop 
Design Team member, and Workshop 

Teacher.  
 

The Fellowship gratefully acknowledges 

gifts in memory of Pam Withee by Carol 
Smith, Mark Stallings, and Beth Trotter.  
 

Contributions to the Florida Chapter of The 
Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and 
Worship Arts, a public charity, in memory of 

Pam may be sent to the following address:  
Treasurer  

FL Chapter ðThe Fellowship,  
12819 Cedar Ridge Drive  
Hudson, FL 34669  

Make checks payable to Florida Chapter ðThe 
Fellowship.  
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God, my shepherd!  I donñt need a thing. 
You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 

You find me quiet pools to drink from. 
True to your word, you let me catch my breath 

And send me in the right direction. 
 

Even when the way goes through Death Valley, 
Iñm not afraid when you walk at my side. 

Your trusty shepherdñs crook makes me feel secure. 
 

You serve me a six-course dinner 
Right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
My cup brims with blessing. 

 

Your beauty and love chase after me 
Every day of my life. 

Iñm back home in the house of God 
For the rest of my life. 

 

~Psalm 23  The Message 




